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Welcome to our first newsletter of the 2016-2017 academic year.  

Our newsletter will be a bi-monthly publication.  
 

Message from Thérèse 
 

Dear parents/guardians & school community,  
 

 It is with great pleasure and 
humility that I return to Griffeen 
Valley as school Principal. I taught 
in Griffeen Valley from its first 
day of opening in 2002 and spent 
12 wonderful years teaching here 
and held the post of Assistant 

Principal. I participated in the extraordinary growth of 
Griffeen that developed from the base of a wonderfully 
committed group of parents of two classes in a Scout’s 
Den in Lucan to our now fabulous school building 
addition. In 2014 I was appointed Principal of a new 
Educate Together school – Shellybanks ETNS and 
immensely enjoyed the experience of growing the 
school to a 150 pupil developing community. It has 
been a great privilege being directly involved in two 
new Educate Together schools and I now look forward 
to working in partnership with the excellent staff, 
children and community of Griffeen Valley. I am highly 
committed to the ethos of Educate Together and the 
ongoing strengths that the whole community can bring 
to our school. 

 

Our new Deputy Principal Andrea has 
been teaching at GVET since September 
2006 and has held the post of an 
Assistant Principal since 2007. Prior to 

teaching at GVET Andrea taught for a number of years 
in primary schools in London. She will be teaching in 
Learning Support again this year. In addition to her 
many other duties Andrea also oversees the school 
library and is always on the lookout for volunteers!  
 

Boy it’s nappy news! 
 

Congratulations to John Paul and his 
wife who welcomed the arrival of twin 
boys at the beginning of the school 
term. Congratulations to Julie and her 
husband who welcomed the arrival of 
their second child, also a boy, in late September. 

 

 
New Staff 

 

Ruth Hyland and Laura Meehan 
have joined the Griffeen Valley 
teaching staff. Laura is teaching 

in Resource and is based in the Resource room next to 
the main office. Ruth is teaching 2nd Class.  
 

School Diary of Events 
 

Mid Term Break         Monday 31st Oct – Friday 4th Nov 

Winter Fair           Friday 2nd December 

Winter Concert           Tuesday 20th December 

Christmas Closure      School closes on Thursday 22nd 
            December at 11:45am for  

Infants & 12:00pm for all other 
pupils. School re-opens on 
Monday 9th January 2017.   

 
School Planning Day – the 
school will be closed on 
Thursday 26th January 2017.  
 

 
 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
 

Parent teacher meetings will take place 
for all classes during the week beginning 
21st November. Teachers will be in 

contact with parents to arrange appointment times. 
These meetings provide a wonderful opportunity for 
the class teacher and parents to share information 
which can help to further your child’s learning and 
development. Learning Support and Resource 
teachers have already met with some parents and 
appointments are ongoing.  
 

Footballing Success 
 

Well done to our fantastic senior 
football team who reached the cup 
semi-finals. They played with great determination and 
ability but were pipped to the post on the day! 



Our PTA 
 

Our PTA held its first 
meeting of the new school 
year on Tuesday 18th 
October. Celine D’Arcy is the 
PTA Chairperson and Michelle Fogarty is the Vice 
Chairperson. The Secretary of the PTA is John 
McCarthy. Bernadette and Peggy are the staff 
representatives. We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish the new committee all the best in 
their work for the coming school year. 
 

Halloween Disco 
 

The most eagerly awaited and 
highly attended event at Griffeen 
Valley is here again – the annual 

Halloween Disco will take place on Friday 28th 
October. Times as follows: 
 

Junior Infants:   3:00pm – 3:45pm 
Senior Infants:  4:00pm – 4:45pm 
1st, 2nd & 3rd Classes: 5:00pm – 6:00pm 
4th, 5th & 6th Classes: 6:15pm – 7:15pm  
 

If you would like to volunteer to help at any or all of 
the times, please sign up on the “Halloween Disco” 
notice on the PTA board which is located adjacent to 
the staffroom in the old building. 
 

Communication 
 

As part of our Green School efforts 
we try to limit the number of paper 
communications that are sent home. 
Many of our messages are sent by text 
and/or email. We would ask that all parents ensure 
that the school has the most up to date contact 
details for you and that you check emails and texts 
regularly. Our new school website will be launched by 
early December and this will enable you to keep up to 
date with your child’s class news and events in the 
school. We would like to extend our thanks to Daniel 
Rodriguez, who is a parent volunteer, for the huge 
amount of time and effort that he has invested in 
developing the new website over recent months.  
 

Assembly 
 

Assembly will be held every 
second Friday in the hall. Thérèse 
will chat with the children about 
their news, their activities and 

pupils will often share songs or stories about 
important events. We have “superstar awards” and 
reports from staff about the great work being done by 
their pupils. It is a lovely way for pupils and teachers 
to share their news with Thérèse.  

Health & Safety and Lining Up 
 

As our school expands we are ever 
more mindful of the health and 
safety of our pupils. This is especially 
important at the beginning and end 
of the school day.  
 

From Monday 24th October, we will 
begin lining up. Parents and carers 
are kindly asked to bring children to their line in the 
mornings. Classes will be collected by their teachers 
from the yard at 8:30am – please note that you are 
responsible for the supervision of your child until 
then. Hopefully this will prove helpful to parents and 
may also have a positive effect on traffic around the 
school as it will enable parents to leave the school 
grounds a few minutes earlier. 
 

Any parents arriving late to school must go to the 
front office and we will ensure your child gets to their 
class safely. As classes start at 8.30am it is important 
your child is in school at that time. If you need to drop 
something into the school such as a school bag/lunch 
box or if you are collecting a child early, please go to 

Eithne's office. 
 

Junior & Senior infants will also line up in the yard at 
the rear of the school at 1:10pm. Please collect your 
child from their line once you have ensured that 
contact has been made with the teacher. As our 
senior classes continue until 2:10pm we kindly ask 
parents and carers to leave the school grounds 
promptly once children from the infant classes have 
been collected. 
 

If parents wish to discuss a matter with 
the class teacher, an appointment can be 
arranged by writing a note in your child’s 
homework diary or by placing a note in 
their infant folder.  

 
 

Healthy Eating Policy 
 

Our school operates a Healthy 
Eating Policy which aims to: develop 
a positive and responsible attitude 
to eating across our school 
community and to appreciate the contribution that 
good food makes to our health and overall wellbeing. 
 
The following foods are not encouraged: Fizzy Drinks, 
Canned Drinks, Crisps, Sweets, Chocolate Bars and 
Chewy Bars. Children may bring one small treat to 
school on a Friday. Please also note that products 
which contain nut or nut trace elements are not 
allowed due to the presence of a number of children 
in the school with a severe nut allergy.   



School Book Rental Scheme 
 

During the months of July and August 
some of our hardworking PTA spent 
much time preparing, covering and 
recovering books so that they would 
be ready for the start of the new 

school year. Please encourage your children to take 
good care of these books. We try to replace a certain 
number of books every year to ensure that the 
children have access to clean, well-kept books. 
 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
 

The annual Griffeen Valley Book 
Fair took place on Monday 3rd and 
Wednesday 5th October. This year’s 
book fair raised €3403. Funds 
raised this year will be used to 
restock classroom reading corners and to purchase 
books on the library wish list. Books on this list are 
requested by pupils across the school. As always, the 
book fair was staffed by our wonderful parent 
volunteers. Thank you for your support! 
 
 

School Library 
 

Our Library uses the Junior Librarian 
system which allows us to catalogue, 
take out and return books using a 
barcode reader. Pupils can also search 
for books  by title or author and can 
reserve books that they are eager to 
read. All pupils have a library card with 
a unique identification number and 

classes visit the library on a weekly basis. 
We have added a range of new titles to the fantastic 
school library using funds raised from last year’s book 
fair and pupils are enjoying reading all the new books. 
Pupils have also been enjoying the fantastically 
spooky Halloween displays in the library. A big thank 
you is due to Lisa and Judith for all their work on the 
display. If you would like to volunteer to help in the 
library, please contact Andrea by leaving a note in the 
school office or by emailing info@gvet.ie. Finally, if 
you have any overdue library books lurking at home 
could you please return them as soon as possible as 
pupils are waiting for some titles to be returned. 
 

Clothing Collection 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated clothes to our recent 
clothing collection which raised 
€304. Further clothing collections 
will take place during the school year with the next 
one in mid-January.  

Homework Club 
 

Homework club has started 
and lots of our pupils are 
enjoying the quiet, structured 
setting in which they can complete their homework. 
There are still a limited number of places available. 
Please contact Melanie or Graham for more details.  
 

Wrap around care – Sherpa Kids 
 

Sherpa Kids provide before and 
after school care for children 
who attend Griffeen Valley. 
They are based in the new 

building and can be contacted at GVET@sherpakids.ie 
or by calling Emma on 085 8703362. 
 

Scooters & Bikes 
 

We are delighted to see so many children 
coming to school on their bikes and 
scooters. This is a healthy and enjoyable 
means of transport for them. However, 
for their own safety and the safety of 
others, children must wheel their bikes 
and scooters while on the school grounds. Cycling and 
“scooting” on the school grounds is dangerous and is 
not allowed. We would ask that students and parents 
don’t cycle or scoot through the staff car park as this 
is also very dangerous.  
 

Class News 
 

We have all been very busy since September. Here is a 
look at some of what has been going on in our 
classrooms! 
 

Junior Infants 

In Susan’s class, we have been having 
great fun learning phonics. We are 
getting really good at it!  
 

In Ann’s class, we love learning about 
colour and are having great fun mixing 
paints! 

 
The boys and girls in Orla’s class have 
been learning lots of Gaeilge words and 
they love singing all their Irish songs. 
 

Senior Infants 
 
In Jean’s class, we have been working 
with Naoise and learning how to 
complete patterns. We are very good 
at this. We have also been learning 
“The Haka” as Gaeilge! 
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In Niamh’s class, we have been learning 
about farms as part of our Aistear 
programme. We also started an Autumn 
nature table. We’re going to be great 
Autumn Detectives.  

 
In Ed’s class, we have been 
sequencing stories and retelling 
them. Our favourite story at the 
moment is Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.  
 
 

First Class 
 

In Gillian’s class, we have been looking 
at and responding to lots of art. We 
have recreated a huge Van Gogh 
“Sunflowers” painting, and have 
completed Picasso style self-portraits. 
 

In Emer’s class, we are enjoying learning 
about Autumn and the changes that 
take place. We had great fun on our 
nature walk and found lots of 
interesting things for our nature table. 
We painted some wonderful Autumn 

pictures full of orange, brown, red and yellow. We 
also had lots of fun looking at all our baby pictures, 
trying to figure out who was in the picture … you 
should see how much we have all changed! 
 

 

Second Class 
 

The boys and girls in Fiachra’s class 
have been learning all about Data in 
Maths. They have also been discussing 
one of the most talked about topics in 
Ireland … heat, temperature and good 
insulation! 
 

In Ruth’s class, we have been 
reading Roald Dahl’s BFG and 
are really enjoying it. We 
have also been talking about 
our dreams. We made dream 
catchers which are displayed 
outside our classroom.  
 

Third Class 
 

In Yvonne’s class, we used Autumn 
colours and leaf shapes to create a 
piece of modern art. We also made 
a leaf garland for our classroom 
library. 

 

The girls and boys in Bernadette’s 
class have had great fun learning 
multiplication. They drew self-
portraits and decorated their names 
in graffiti style!  
 

Fourth Class 
 

In Graham’s class, we have just 
completed some wonderful 
projects on Ancient Greece and 
have been busy presenting 
those to our classmates. We are 

also learning a Mozart piece on our tin whistles. You 
may know it – it’s called Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star! 
 
The girls and boys in Alison’s 
class are enjoying being back 
at school. They have created 
clay masks inspired by Ancient 
Greek Art and they have investigated the 
forces involved in flight using paper aeroplanes.  
 
 

Fifth Class 
 

In Siobhán’s and Denise’s classes we 
have been out and about! Having 
designed and made our own boats 
using recycled materials we took a 

trip to Griffeen Park to test them out! We had great 
fun “Floating our Boats”. Sadly, not all 
our boats made it back in one piece, 
so it is back to the drawing board for 
some of our 5th class engineers! 
 
At the start of October, the two 5th 
classes headed into “The Ark” in 
Dublin City Centre to see a fantastic 
Drama called Katie’s Birthday Party, where we even 
got to enjoy some of Katie’s yummy birthday cake. 
Travelling by Dublin Bus added to our adventure. We 
hope to be on the move again soon! 
 
 

Sixth Class 
 

Maggie’s 6th class have settled 
back into school very well. They 
have started their STEM 
challenges and are really 
enjoying them. 

 
Nathalie’s 6th class are busy learning 
how to play Spikeball. They are 
practising their new skills in PE and are 
looking forward to entering the 
regional Spikeball championships for 
Primary Schools.  


