October 2017

Welcome to the first edition of the Library News!

Dear parents and guardians,
Firstly, a huge “Thank you!” to everyone who visited our book fair last week. Excitement
was high on Tuesday morning as pupils and parents waited for the 8.30am opening of
our annual book fair. Sales at this year’s fair reached an amazing €4956! This means
that €2973.60 has been raised in commission from these sales. All of the money raised
will be used to update the main school library, classroom libraries and to purchase
supplementary readers for our younger classes. Apart from books some of our most
popular sellers were hand-pointers and stationery. Pupils, parents and grandparents
joined in the fun surrounding our VIP visitor – aka Clifford, The Big Red Dog. (More
photos on our school website.)

Another huge “Thank you!” is also due to the dedicated team of parent volunteers who
turned up each morning and afternoon to help run the Book Fair – without them it would
have been an almost impossible task.

Congratulations to our Book Fair Prize winners!
All pupils from First to Sixth class were invited to create a book- mark, book jacket or
bunting for our Book Fair. The standard of entries was very high and all efforts will be
displayed in the school library.
One winner was selected from each year group. Pupils won a voucher to spend at the
Book Fair. Our winners were understandably delighted with their selection of books,
posters and stationery.

The Library at Griffeen Valley ETNS has been open to our pupils since April 2016.
Children visit the library on a weekly basis with their class. During that time teachers
and volunteer parents often read stories to younger classes and help them to select
their books from a wide and varied selection. Children in our older classes enjoy the
opportunity to relax and read with their peers during DEAR (Drop Everything and Read)
time in our lovely library. We are very privileged to have a wonderful Junior Librarian
system which allows each pupil to scan and borrow books on their school library card.
Books can be borrowed for one week. Pupils in 5th and 6th class can borrow books for
two weeks. Many of our pupils love taking on the role of class librarian during their
classes visit to the library.

Halloween at the library!

Our library has had a spooky makeover just in time for Halloween. There is an excellent
selection of funny and entertaining Halloween themed books available for our younger
readers and some hair-raising tales for our older readers!
On Friday 27th of October all pupils are invited to dress up and come to school in their
favourite costumes! A collection will be made on that day which will be divided equally
between Temple Street Children’s University Hospital and Our Lady’s Children’s
Hospital Crumlin. A voluntary donation of €1 can be made in classrooms or in the
donation boxes on the day.
Teachers and volunteer parents will also host Halloween Storytelling sessions in the
school library on 27th of October. Hopefully it will be a fun day for all.

You knew it was on the cards!
Parent volunteers help us to get the best out of our school library. I already have a
wonderful team of Garda vetted parent volunteers who assist me with the running of
the school library on Wednesday and Friday mornings. If you are interested in helping
out in the library then please leave your details with Eithne in the school office and I
will contact you. If you aren’t already Garda Vetted please ask Eithne for a Garda
Vetting form.
Thank you for your support and I hope you enjoyed the first edition of our library
news. Future editions will have contributions from our wonderful pupils. Also, keep an
eye on our school website for photos and upcoming events at the library.
Kind regards,

Andrea Burke-Khan
Deputy Principal
(And Librarian!☺)

