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Agenda

•Welcome

• Review Minutes AGM 2018

•Activities and finances of the PTA since the last AGM

• Talk on parent participation in PTA activities

• Election of the new Griffeen Valley PTA Committee



Welcome: What is a PTA?

The parent association is the structure through which parents 
in a school can work together for the best possible education 
for their children. The parent association works with the 
principal, staff and the board of management to build 
effective partnership between the home and school. 
Partnership between the home and school is important 
because with positive and active partnership the child gets the 
best that primary education can offer.
For further information see the PTA section on the National 
parents council website www.npc.ie
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Minutes of PTA AGM 15th March 2018

Griffeen Valley ETNS Parent Teacher Association Meeting 

15th March 2018

Claudine opened the meeting by introducing Therese Gamble, 
Principal of GVET.

Therese thanked every for their attendance and special 
recognition was given to the Parent Working Group. She said staff 
are looking forward to the PTA formation. Thanking parents for 
their feedback on the new Draft Policy for mixing classes Therese 
informed parents that there would be a staff meeting in the 
coming week to review the policy. The policy is still very much in 
draft format. Thank you to Claire, Amanda and Claudine for 
working so hard.
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1. Welcome

• During her welcome Claudine acknowledge the excitement around 
the relaunch of the PTA. She gave an account of her experience to 
date. The objective of the evening was outlined as to leave with a 
new committee in place.

• Minutes from 17th October 2017

• Date to be arranged for next AGM

• Website up and running-thanks to Aisling Kelleher

• Survey classes run for parents

• PTA days moved from Tuesday to Monday (new committee free to 
change day)
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2. Presentation on activities

• Claire relayed to the meeting the activities that the working group of 
parents had undertaken recently. The National Parents Council invited 
to speak to parents on Monday November 13th, 2017, from that 
meeting a working group was formed (outgoing/new parents). The 
working group is a small group of people working together to 
relaunch the PTA. A draft of the constitution was made available on 
the school website. An information talk was held on February 8th by 
the NPC for entire parent body. A date was set to approve the new 
constitution and elect PTA committee.
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3. Finances of the Working Group

• Amanda relayed to parents the guidelines surrounding fundraising for a 
school. Best practice must be followed and a wish list should be developed 
when fundraising. This wish list has been drawn up for the new committee. 
It is best practice for charities and by comparison a school, to have an 
updated wish list that is revised by its members regularly. The committee 
should be mindful of the legal implications about data protection.

• There should be a paper trail for any activities that takes place including 
the selling of raffle tickets and the disposal of them afterwards. The 
working group have tracked every raffle ticket and treated it as money. All 
transactions since November 13th, 2017 have been tracked. The 
department of Education & the new FSSU (Financial Support Services Unit) 
provide templates for managing accounts.
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3. Finances of the Working Group

• It is important for the new committee to acknowledge where you are-
where you’ve been and where you want to go. Comparison between years 
is worthwhile. Review activities and document for continuity. The school 
secretary (Eithne) can be called upon for information from 
the database, e.g. on how many children have siblings. Estimating numbers 
has cost the committee money so as precise as possible information from 
the database is required. Link in with school office. Analyse when tickets 
and calendars sold best. Statements show that the clothing collection was 
a lucrative activity for the PTA to carry out.

• The PTA funds operate separately to the school. Any money collected will 
be sent straight to the PTA and they will open a separate bank account 
asap.
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3. Finances of the Working Group

What worked well

• subcommittees and targeted activities especially when cash was 
involved

• School partnership-working parallel with the school in the mornings 
and the afternoon.

• Expenditure-records were used to better inform the committee when 
it came to be cost effective and using the money raised. Food platters 
were an example of an activity with a high expenditure.

• Tracking tickets like cash
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3. Finances of the Working Group

What worked well

• Burning or securely dispose of tickets after raffle, may need to 
be receipted next year

• Cash- lift early and often for ten days of process, so it’s out of the 
school. Schools can be a target for burglary particularly around 
Christmas.

• Spreadsheets are available for the new committee.

Claudine read the section on subcommittees from the constitution. 
Handouts were given to attendees to sign up. Suggestions are welcome 
for subcommittee ideas.
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4. Talk on parent participation in PTA activities

• Denise the Teacher in GVET and the Teacher representative on the Board of 
Management relayed her background in the school to the room. She 
informed the room on the role of the BOM in helping establish a PTA as it is 
a key mechanism in home and school partnership. We’re all in it together. 
There must be cross communication between three areas the BOM, the 
community (parents) and the school. Denise highlighted how we are all 
here to support the children in our school and how we care. The staff are 
continually reflecting on their practice and want to build resilience and 
confidence in the children. The staff and the BOM would like to see the PTA 
back up and running to develop communication and look forward to 
working with the parents. Staff want to share views in an open and 
transparent way.
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4. Talk on parent participation in PTA activities

• A question was raised from a member of the parent body regarding 
communicating with parents about new policies. Communication 
hasn’t been the same for a number of years and dialogue would be 
great to avoid shock when new policies were shared.

• Denise responded: The teachers, BOM and parent working group 
want to work together to get the PTA back up and running so as 
communication between the school and parents can be strengthened 
going forward.
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5. Voting on the proposed constitution

• Claudine called for a vote on the constitution. A majority vote in 
accepted.
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6. Election of the new Griffeen Valley PTA Committee

• Parents are free to nominate themselves. Committee must have a 
minimum of 8 members and a maximum of 12. Roles are listed in the 
constitution. It was noted that ideally the committee would consist of 
one parent from each year group.

• Officers are elected by the committee are their first meeting. 
Everyone nominated must get at least one vote. Nominees were 
asked to introduce themselves. Each nominee gave a brief 
background.

• Eight nominees were elected. A new PTA was formed. The members 
of the PTA are; Claire Gleeson, Katharina Kelly, Claudine Nolan, Paula, 
Pigott, Liz Jackson, Siobhán Walsh, Patricia Greene and Audrey Byrne.
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7. A.O.B.

• Account enquiry: A new bank account will be opened for the new 
committee.

• Activities: They are not always PTA driven. PTA support school 
activities lead by Principal and staff.

• Thank from Therese to the parents for their support and 
participation. Thanks, from Claudine also.
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Meeting closed

The minutes from this meeting were taking by Susan 
Nic Réamoinn (Teacher) and revised by Gillian Quann (Teacher) at the 
PTA meeting on March 15th, 2018.
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Healthy Eating 
Week May 2018



You all know this 
guy
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Activities– Healthy Eating Week May 2018

Led by PTA + Susan in conjunction with Teaching staff and subcommittee/volunteer 
parents

• Junior & Senior Infants – colouring competitions, food pyramid, games, tasting
• 1st & 2nd Class – smoothie making, designing a fruit salad, blind tasting, food 

pyramid
• 3rd & 4th Class – smoothie making, blind tasting with fruit & veg
• 5th & 6th Class – Cookery demonstration by Richie (pasta bolognaise), foraging in 

the garden learning about nutrition in wild flowers & herbs and cookery 
demonstration & tasting by Jale (nettle soup and dandelion tea), Guess the 
hidden vegetable in the cakes competition by Claudine (beetroot, pumpkin and 
courgette cakes) 
This fun-packed week was made possible by teachers & volunteer parents giving 

their time & knowledge



Activities – Healthy Eating Week

Thank you to those who sponsored Healthy Eating Week

• Chopped – prize vouchers

• Lucan Golf Club – prize vouchers for 2 family meals

• Centra – Fruit, water, popcorn

• Pizza Hut – prize vouchers

• Scarface – prize vouchers

• McCabes – Prize Hamper, Suncreams

• Supervalu – trolley of food over €50



Activities – Clothing Collections

Money raised

Date Amount in €

June 2018 463

September 2018 363.30

January 2019 282



Activities –
Sponsored 
Walk June 

2018

Raised €2,673



Activities – Sponsored Walk June 2018

Each pupil was given a sponsored walk letter and sponsorship form

The walks took place over the week commencing June 11th and the weather 
was with us

A huge success and a huge thank you to all the volunteer parents and all the 
staff who made this fundraiser possible.



Activities – 6th Class Graduation 27th June
Parents and Family members are invited to the hall. Pupils 
are given a very emotional send-off and we look back on 

the past 8 years of the pupils in the school.

Breakfast takes place the following morning either in the 
staffroom or Seomra Bianca.

And the all-important signing of the T-shirts and Walk of 
Honour where all classrooms come out of school and wave 

them off.



Activities –
Graduation 
Breakfast



Activities – Halloween Celebrations

As our school is a polling station, the election on Friday 26th October 
2018 made it impossible to run a Halloween disco in the evening.
To not disappoint the children, the PTA worked with the school to 

find a solution.
The disco was run during school hours with specific times allocated 

to each class.
For Junior and Senior Infants, we had spooky storytime in the 

library.
Children were invited to come in costume as well as volunteer 

parents and staff!
Treats, lollipops and stickers were given to the teachers for the 

children back in their classrooms also



Another 
Successful 

winter raffle 
took place 

2018

Raised €3,530

Up 12% on last year



Activities – Winter Raffle

The winter raffle is the biggest fundraiser of the year. 

A small subcommittee is formed with maximum of two people (one being 
the treasurer), handling cash, tickets and register in compliance with Data 
Protection regulations.

This runs over two weeks. Tickets, stubs and cash are collected each 
morning by 9:30am. 

Each morning the cash amount, ticket number and date returned is 
recorded on the ticket register which is broken down by class and each 
pupil’s name. The cash is placed in a cash bag, sealed, signed in the 
lodgement book and then the cash is lodged at the bank by the treasurer.



Elf on the Shelf



6th Class 
made the 
fireplace



Activities – Calendar Sales

Calendar layout changed this year – due to larger numbers of students, 2 
calendar pages are necessary. Great feedback from parents on the new 

layout

Sales happen in the mornings and afternoons for a number of weeks after 
publication, but in time for the winter celebrations – biggest sales are at the 

winter concert!

From January, any remaining calendars are available for purchase from the 
school office



Activities – Pupil Insurance

Pupil insurance is an optional scheme offered by Allianz 
Insurance to cover pupils (different options are available).

The insurance policy is taken out by the school for parents 
who wish to opt in.

The PTA assists the school by distributing and collecting 
application forms and collecting the insurance premium
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Activities –
Food Dudes

School has been 
registered
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Activities – donation to 
Sensory Room



Finances

Funds Raised BY ACTIVITY



Finances

2016/17 2017/18
2018/19 

so far

% 

Comparison

Money In 5,634 10,851 7,179 -23%

Expenses 1,982 3,876 7,276 83%

Balance 3,652 6,875 3,475 -49%
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Importance of Parental 
Involvement at GVETNS

PTA AGM 2019

(Photo removed)



Learn Together to Live Together



DES Circular 24/91 

• Recognised the importance of parents as partners in education

• Formalised arrangements for all national schools to form a parents 
council

• “The school is regarded as an extension of the home and an active 
partnership between parents and teachers make this a reality, 
especially in the eyes of the young child, who is the central figure.

• Research shows that parental interest and attitudes to school, to 
books and to education are the single most important influence on 
a child’s learning.”



Partnership 

• The work of the PTA  and parent volunteers enhances learning 
experiences for our children and extends the curricular 
learning that takes place in our school

• PTA events and supported learning experiences also enhances 
our Learn Together Curriculum



Learn Together Curriculum

• Moral and Spiritual Development

• Equality and Justice

• Belief Systems 

• Ethics and the Environment



Event organisation



Hard work with a good dash of fun!

(Photo removed – showing the day the ice 
cream truck came)



Dublin Hurling – Primary School of the Year 2019



Sporting Success



Eco Week 

• First week of April 2019

• Environmental Awareness – links to Learn Together Curriculum

• Children and teens increasingly active in their communities 
around global environmental issues

• Reduce, reuse and recycle week



Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme!

• Seedling pots in all classes

• Raised beds in yard next to Seomra Bianca 

• Herb garden accessible to all students

• Sensory, science curriculum, Ethics and Environment and art 
etc

• Harvesting from garden



GVETNS – Our Community
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